
 

 
The Best Online Education System in the World 

www.iotsonline.com 
 

 

 
  
 

American Expression E2674 Page-turner 

 
IOTS Publishing Team 
International Online Teachers Society 
 Since 2011 

 
The term “page-turner” is commonly used to describe a book, story, or piece of writing that is so engaging and exciting that 
readers feel compelled to keep turning the pages to see what happens next. When a book is called a page-turner, it means the 
story captures the reader’s attention strongly and maintains a sense of suspense or curiosity throughout the narrative. The 
expression highlights the physical act of turning pages quickly because the reader is eager to continue the story. 
 
Page-turners are often associated with novels that contain strong suspense, mystery, or dramatic developments. Many thrillers, 
crime stories, adventure novels, and mysteries fall into this category because they include unexpected twists and intense 
moments that keep readers interested. Writers of these stories often structure their chapters carefully so that each section ends 
with a question, surprise, or unresolved situation that encourages the reader to continue. 
 
The success of a page-turner usually depends on storytelling techniques that build tension and emotional involvement. Authors 
may introduce complex characters, dangerous situations, or hidden secrets that slowly unfold throughout the story. As readers 
become more invested in the characters and events, they naturally want to know how the story will end. This curiosity motivates 
them to keep reading without long pauses. 
 
The phrase “page-turner” does not only apply to fiction. Some nonfiction books can also be described this way if they present 
real events in a dramatic and engaging style. Biographies, historical accounts, or investigative journalism may become page-
turners when the writer presents information in a way that feels like a compelling story. Clear writing, strong narrative flow, and 
surprising details can make even factual material exciting to read. 
 
The expression reflects the physical nature of traditional reading. Before digital devices became common, readers literally turned 
the pages of printed books as they progressed through the story. If a book was especially exciting, readers might move quickly 
through the pages, sometimes staying up late at night to finish it. Although many people now read on electronic devices, the 
phrase “page-turner” continues to be widely used. 
 
In modern conversation, people often recommend books by describing them as page-turners. This signals that the book is 
entertaining and difficult to put down. The phrase has become a kind of compliment for authors, suggesting that their writing 
successfully holds the reader’s attention from beginning to end. 
 
In conclusion, the term “page-turner” refers to a book or story that is so engaging and suspenseful that readers eagerly continue 
reading without wanting to stop. Through strong storytelling, emotional involvement, and carefully built tension, such works 
keep readers curious about what will happen next. The phrase captures the excitement of reading a story that makes each page 
feel like an invitation to discover more. 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. What does the term “page-turner” mean when describing a book or story? 

2. What elements in a story make readers want to keep turning the pages? 

3. Can nonfiction books also be considered page-turners? Why or why not? 

4. How do suspense and unexpected twists help create a page-turner? 

5. Can you think of a book or story you read that felt like a page-turner? What made it so engaging? 
 


