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The term “Rose of Sharon” carries both botanical and symbolic meanings, depending on the context in which it is used. In 
everyday language, it most commonly refers to a flowering shrub known scientifically as Hibiscus syriacus. This hardy plant 
produces large, showy blossoms in shades of white, pink, purple, or blue, and it blooms generously from midsummer into early 
autumn. Because of its resilience and beauty, it is widely planted in gardens and landscapes around the world. 
 
Despite its name, the Rose of Sharon is not a true rose. The phrase originates from a biblical passage in the Song of Songs, where 
the speaker declares, “I am the rose of Sharon, and the lily of the valleys.” The Sharon mentioned in the verse refers to a fertile 
coastal plain in ancient Israel. Many scholars believe the original Hebrew word likely described a simple field flower rather than a 
specific rose. Over centuries of translation, the phrase “rose of Sharon” became established in English. 
 
In Christian tradition, the Rose of Sharon has often been interpreted symbolically. Some view it as representing beauty, love, and 
spiritual grace. In certain theological interpretations, it has been associated with Jesus Christ, symbolizing purity and divine love. 
The imagery of a delicate yet flourishing flower growing in a fertile plain reinforces themes of renewal and hope. 
 
Botanically speaking, Hibiscus syriacus is valued for its durability. It can withstand heat, pollution, and varying soil conditions, 
making it suitable for urban and suburban gardens. The plant’s ability to thrive under challenging circumstances has also 
contributed to its symbolic association with perseverance and endurance. In some cultures, it is admired as a sign of resilience 
and vitality. 
 
The name Rose of Sharon has also appeared in literature and art. In John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of Wrath, a character 
named Rose of Sharon embodies both vulnerability and strength amid hardship. Through such literary uses, the phrase extends 
beyond botany and scripture to explore themes of humanity, sacrifice, and transformation. 
 
Culturally, the Rose of Sharon has become intertwined with national identity in some places. For example, Hibiscus syriacus is 
the national flower of South Korea, where it symbolizes eternal blossoming and steadfast spirit. Its long blooming season and 
graceful appearance have made it a powerful emblem of continuity and hope. 
 
In conclusion, the Rose of Sharon represents far more than a simple flowering shrub. Rooted in ancient scripture, shaped by 
translation, and enriched by cultural symbolism, it embodies themes of beauty, resilience, love, and spiritual meaning. Whether 
appreciated in a garden, read in a biblical verse, or encountered in literature, the Rose of Sharon continues to inspire reflection 
on both natural and human endurance. 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. How does the meaning of “Rose of Sharon” change when viewed from a botanical perspective versus a biblical or symbolic 
perspective? 

2. Why do you think the phrase “Rose of Sharon” has endured in literature and religious tradition for so many centuries? 

3. In what ways does the resilience of the Rose of Sharon plant contribute to its symbolic significance? 

4. How does translation influence our understanding of phrases like “Rose of Sharon” from ancient texts? 

5. What themes of beauty, hope, or identity are most strongly expressed through the image of the Rose of Sharon? 
 


