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Revenge porn refers to the act of sharing or publishing sexually explicit images or videos of another person without their co nsent,
usually with the intent to cause embarrassment, humiliation, or harm. It often occurs after intimate relationships break dow n, where
one party seeks retaliation against the other by exposing private material that was once shared in confidence. This phenomenon has
become more widespread with the rise of smartphones and social media platforms, which make it easy to capture, store, and distribute
such content within seconds.

The emotional impact of revenge porn on victims is devastating. Many experience intense feelings of shame, anxiety, and violation, as
their most private moments are exposed to the public. The knowledge that strangers, colleagues, or even family members might see
these images can lead to severe psychological distress. Some victims face social isolation, job loss, or harassment as a result of the
exposure. For many, the trauma is long-lasting, because once an image is uploaded to the internet, removing it completely is almost
impossible.

Legally, revenge porn has become a critical issue around the wbﬂd forcmg governments to create new laws and update existing ones to
protect victims. Many countries, including South Korea, the United States, and 'Ehe United Kingdom, have enacted legislation that
criminalizes the non-consensual distribution of mtnmagé material. Penalties can range from fines to imprisonment, depending on the
severity of the act and the intent behind it. These Iavs?s also empower victims to seeipnwl damages, though proving intent and tracing
the original uploader can sometimes be chaIIenglngm the digital age. ~

Technology companies also play a crucial rolein cqmbating revengeporn. Social media-platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and X
(formerly Twitter) have introduced policies and toels that allow users to report and refnove/hon-consensual sexual content. Some
organizations use artificial intelligence to detect and blomLeWerial before it becomes public. However, the balance
between privacy, free expression, and technological limitations continues to present challenges in enforcement and prevention.
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Preventing revenge porn also requires cultural change. Soaety must shift away-fromaictim-blaming attitudes that often question why
someone took intimate photos in the first place. Instead, thiel focus, should be'on theviolation of trust and consent committed by the
perpetrator. Education about digital ethics, consent, and respect in relhtlonshlps €an help reduce the occurrence of these crimes by

fostering a sense of responsibility among individuals. IOTS

Support systems are vital for victims trying to rebuild their lives. Counseling, legal aid, and advocacy organizations provid e essential
resources to help them cope emotionally and take practical steps toward justice. Friends and family can also play an im portant role by
offering understanding and emotional reassurance rather than judgment or blame.

In conclusion, revenge porn represents a serious violation of personal autonomy, privacy, and human dignity. It is not just a
technological or legal issue but a moral and cultural one that demands empathy, awareness, and accountability. Only through a
combination of strong laws, responsible technology use, and compassionate social attitudes can society truly address the harm caused
by this modern form of exploitation.

Questions for Discussion

What makes revenge porn such a serious violation of privacy and human dignity?

How can laws and digital platforms work together to prevent and punish cases of revenge porn?

What emotional and social effects does revenge porn have on its victims?

Why do some people share private images out of anger or revenge, and how can this behavior be prevented?
How can society promote respect, consent, and digital responsibility to stop the spread of revenge porn?
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