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A "fair-weather friend" is a term used to describe someone who is only supportive or loyal during favorable or prosperous times but is
quick to abandon or betray their friends when difficulties arise. The phrase suggests that this type of friend is unrelia ble and lacks true
loyalty, only sticking around when it is convenient or beneficial for them.

The term "fair-weather friend" originated from the world of sailing, where sailors relied on fair weather conditions for safe and smooth
journeys. A "fair-weather friend" was someone who would only join a voyage during good weather but would abandon ship as soon as
stormy seas and rough conditions appeared. Over time, the expression has come to be used metaphorically to describe individua s who
are only supportive or loyal when things are going well but are nowhere to be found when times get tough.

A fair-weather friend may exhibit certain behaviors or characteristics that betray their lack of genuine loyalty and support. For example,
they may be quick to offer praise and encouragement during times of success but disappear or distance themselves when their friend
faces challenges or setbacks. They may also prioritize their ewn.needs and desires over the well-being of their friends, showing little
concern or empathy for their struggles. NLINE Ty 3
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Fair-weather friends often reveal their true colors'during times of adversity or hardshlp when their loyalty and support are put to the
test. In contrast to true friends who stand by their friends through thick and thin, fair{ weather friends are quick to abandon ship at the
first sign of trouble, leaving their friends feelingiabandoned and betrayed. C

Despite their shortcomings, fair-weather friends may still have redeeming qualities or'reasons for their behavior. For example, they may
be driven by self-interest, insecurity, or a lack 6f empathy rather than malice or ill will'towards their friends. Additionally, fair-weather

friendships may arise from superficial connections or mutual interest deep emotional bonds, making them more

susceptible to dissolution when faced with challenges.
”
r B
) N~
Dealing with fair-weather friends can be a challenging‘and painful experience, asit'oftef’'involves coming to terms with the realization
that someone whom you considered a friend may not havevyour best mterests\at heart. However, it is important to recognize that true
friendship is built on mutual trust, respect, and loyalty;and thatf‘air Iweather ffiends ultimately reveal themselves to be unreliable and

unworthy of the title of "friend." [OTS

In conclusion, a fair-weather friend is someone who is only supportive or loyal during favorable or prosperous times but is quick to
abandon or betray their friends when difficulties arise. The term originates from the world of sailing and is used metaphorically to
describe individuals who lack genuine loyalty and support. Dealing with fair-weather friends can be challenging, but it is important to
recognize the value of true friendship and to surround oneself with individuals who are loyal, supportive, and dependable through all of
life's ups and downs.

Questions for Discussion

1. How do fair-weather friends differ from true friends, and what are some key behaviors or characteristics that distinguish between the two
types of relationships?

2. Canyou share personal experiences or anecdotes of encountering fair-weather friends in your own life? How did you recognize their lack
of genuine loyalty or support, and how did you handle the situation?

3. In what ways can fair-weather friendships impact one's emotional well-being and sense of trust in relationships? How might repeated
experiences with fair-weather friends influence one's ability to trust and form meaningful connections with others?

4. Are there any red flags or warning signs that can help individuals identify fair-weather friends early on in a relationship? What behaviors
or patterns should people be mindful of when evaluating the sincerity of a friendship?

5. How can individuals navigate relationships with fair-weather friends in a healthy and constructive manner? Are there strategies or
communication techniques that can help address issues of loyalty and support while maintaining boundaries and self-respect?
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