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"Dead as a dodo" is an idiomatic expression used to describe something that is unquestionably extinct or obsolete. It draws its origin
from the dodo, a flightless bird native to the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. The dodo became extinct by the late 17th century,
largely due to human activity such as hunting and habitat destruction. As a result, the dodo has become a symbol of extinction and
irretrievable loss.

When something is described as "dead as a dodo," it implies that it is no longer in existence, relevance, or use. The phrase conveys a
sense of finality and irreversibility, similar to the fate of the dodo bird itself. Whether referring to outdated technologies, defunct
businesses, or obsolete cultural practices, "dead as a dodo" suggests that the subject in question has ceased to exist in any meaningful
sense and is unlikely to be revived or resurrected.

In popular usage, the expression is often employed humorously-or emphatically to emphasize the irrelevance or antiquity of so mething.

For example, a person might jest that a particular fashiontrend.or slang term-is dead as a dodo" to convey the idea that it is hopelessly

out of date or unfashionable. NLINE T o
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The phrase can also carry a tone of resignation or acceptance, acknowledging thejnevitable passage of time and the natural cycle of

extinction and renewal. Just as the dodo bird succumbed to the forces of human ené:t;oachment and environmental change, so too do

cultural phenomena and technological innovations.fall @ut of favor or become obsolete over time.

Furthermore, "dead as a dodo" serves as a cautionary reminder of-the consequences of hliman activity on the natural world. The
extinction of the dodo bird, along with countless other species throughout history, underseares the fragility of ecosystems and the

importance of conservation efforts to prevent further Iou__f'

However, while the dodo bird itself may be gone for'/eyer, its legacy lives on in cuItl@'ﬁaI references, scientific research, and conservation
efforts. The story of the dodo serves as a cautionary,tale:about the impact of human activity on the environment and the importance of
preserving biodiversity. Aa <
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In conclusion, "dead as a dodo" is an idiomatic expression that evakes the image of the extinct flightless bird to convey the finality and
irreversibility of extinction or obsolescence. Whether used humorously or solemnly, the phrase underscores the inevitability of change
and the impermanence of all things. By invoking the memory of the dodo bird, the expression serves as a poignant reminder of the
consequences of human actions on the natural world and the need for conservation efforts to protect endangered species and habitats.

Questions for Discussion

1. How does the expression "dead as a dodo" reflect broader cultural attitudes toward obsolescence, extinction, and the passage of time?
Can you think of other idiomatic expressions that convey similar sentiments?

2. Have you ever encountered a situation or phenomenon that you would describe as "dead as a dodo"? What factors contributed to its
decline or obsolescence, and how did people react to its demise?

3. In what ways do advancements in technology and innovation contribute to the obsolescence of products, services, or cultural practices,
rendering them "dead as a dodo"? How can individuals and industries adapt to these changes to avoid becoming obsolete themselves?

4. Are there examples in history where efforts have been made to revive or resurrect something that was once considered "dead as a
dodo"? What were the motivations behind these revival attempts, and were they successful?

5.  How does the extinction of the dodo bird serve as a cautionary tale for environmental conservation efforts today? What lessons can we
learn from the loss of the dodo about the importance of preserving biodiversity and protecting endangered species from extinction?
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