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To "bide time" is an idiomatic expression that means to wait patiently for the right moment or opportunity to take action. It  
involves delaying action or making a conscious choice to be patient and strategic rather than acting hastily. This phrase is often 
used when a person or group is in a situation where immediate action may not be advantageous, and they opt to wait for more 
favorable conditions or circumstances. 
 
The word "bide" itself is an old English term that means to endure, remain, or wait. When someone chooses to "bide time," they 
are essentially enduring a period of waiting or delay with the expectation that it will lead to a better outcome or result. The 
concept of "biding time" can be applied to various aspects of life, from personal decision-making to strategic planning in 
business, politics, and other endeavors. It reflects the idea that patience and timing are essential factors in achieving success and 
making wise choices. 
 
In personal situations, individuals often "bide time" when facing important life decisions, such as choosing the right career 
opportunity, entering or exiting a relationship, or making a significant purchase. Instead of rushing into a decision, they take their 
time to gather information, assess their options, and wait for circumstances to align more favorably. 
 
In business and politics, the phrase is frequently used to describe the practice of delaying action until conditions are more 
conducive to success. For example, a company may choose to "bide time" in launching a new product until market conditions are 
more favorable or until they have refined the product to meet customer needs effectively. 
 
In politics, leaders may decide to "bide time" on certain policy changes or decisions until they can secure broader support or until 
public opinion is more favorable. This approach can prevent hasty actions that may lead to backlash or negative consequences. 
"Biding time" can also be associated with a sense of strategy and calculated patience. Individuals or groups who employ this 
approach often have a long-term perspective and are willing to make short-term sacrifices for more substantial gains in the 
future. 
 
While "biding time" can be a prudent and strategic choice, it also has its risks. Waiting too long or being overly cautious can 
result in missed opportunities or the loss of valuable time. Therefore, individuals must strike a balance between being patient 
and recognizing when the right moment has arrived to take action. 
 
In conclusion, to "bide time" is to wait patiently for the right moment or opportunity to act. It involves delaying action when 
necessary, with the expectation that doing so will lead to a more favorable outcome. This concept is applicable in personal 
decision-making, business strategies, political decisions, and various other aspects of life where timing and patience play crucial 
roles in achieving success and making wise choices. 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. Can you provide examples from your own life when you decided to "bide time" in making a significant decision? What were the 
factors that influenced your patience and timing in that situation? 

2. In business and entrepreneurship, how can the practice of "biding time" be a strategic advantage, and what are the potential 
pitfalls of waiting too long to take action in a competitive market? 

3. What distinguishes a strategic and well-informed choice to "bide time" from a decision to procrastinate or avoid taking action 
altogether? How can individuals and organizations ensure they are making prudent choices when waiting for the right moment? 

4. Are there historical or political examples where leaders or nations effectively employed the strategy of "biding time" to achieve 
their goals or navigate complex international relationships? How did this strategy impact their outcomes? 

5. In personal relationships, how can the concept of "biding time" be applied? What are some considerations when deciding whether 
to wait for a relationship to evolve or make a decisive change? 


