
 

 
The Best Online Education System in the World 

 

 

 
  
 

American Expression E1790 A modicum of decorum 

 

IOTS Publishing Team 
International Online Teachers Society 
 Since 2011 

 

The phrase "a modicum of decorum" is an expression used to describe a minimum level of proper behavior or respect for social 
conventions in a given situation. It implies that, even in less formal or relaxed circumstances, there is an expectation that  individuals 
should maintain a certain level of dignity, courtesy, and decorum. 

 

"Modicum" refers to a small or minimal amount, and "decorum" refers to appropriateness or etiquette in behavior and manners. When 
combined, the phrase suggests that even when the setting may not demand strict adherence to formal rules of etiquette, there is still 
an expectation that people will exhibit a basic level of decorous conduct. 

 

The concept of "a modicum of decorum" can be applied to various situations and environments. For example, in casual social ga therings, 
such as parties or informal meetings, while the atmosphere may be relaxed, it is generally expected that attendees will show respect for 
one another, avoid disruptive behavior, and observe basic social norms. This might include being polite, refraining from offe nsive 
language, and respecting personal boundaries. 

 

In professional settings, "a modicum of decorum" implies that employees or colleagues should maintain a level of professional ism and 
respect, even in less formal situations. For instance, during a casual office lunch or a team-building activity, individuals are still expected 
to behave in a manner that upholds the reputation and values of the organization.  

 

The phrase also carries connotations of self-restraint and moderation. It suggests that individuals should exercise a degree of control 
over their behavior and expressions, even when they might be tempted to behave in a more relaxed or unguarded manner. This 
restraint is seen as a sign of maturity and social awareness. 

 

In society, "a modicum of decorum" is often seen as essential for maintaining harmony and civility. It helps prevent conflict s, 
misunderstandings, and discomfort in social interactions. It allows people to coexist peacefully and respectfully, regardless  of the setting 
or context. 

 

However, the specific expectations of what constitutes "a modicum of decorum" can vary significantly across cultures, social groups, 
and individual circumstances. What is considered appropriate behavior in one setting may not be the same in another. Therefor e, 
understanding and adapting to the decorum expected in a given context is an important aspect of effective social interaction.  

 

In summary, "a modicum of decorum" is a phrase that underscores the importance of exhibiting a basic level of proper behavior  and 
respect for social conventions, even in informal or relaxed settings. It emphasizes the need for individuals to exercise self -restraint and 
moderation to maintain harmony and civility in various social, professional, and personal interactions. The specific expectat ions of 
decorum may vary, but the underlying principle of showing respect and dignity remains consistent.  

 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. Can you share examples of situations where you believe it is important to maintain "a modicum of decorum," even in informal or relaxed 
settings? What are the potential benefits of doing so? 

2. How does the expectation of "a modicum of decorum" vary across different cultures and social contexts? Can you think of instances 
where cultural norms clash with these expectations? 

3. In what ways can a lack of decorum or inappropriate behavior in informal settings impact relationships, teamwork, or social dynamics? 
Have you experienced any such situations? 

4. What strategies or techniques can individuals employ to ensure they maintain a level of decorum in various situations, even when the 
atmosphere is relaxed? 

5. Are there any specific social or professional environments where the concept of "a modicum of decorum" is particularly challenging to 
navigate, and how can individuals adapt to meet the expectations of those settings? 


