
 

 
The Best Online Education System in the World 

 

 

 
  
 

American Expression E1746 On the off change 

 

IOTS Publishing Team 
International Online Teachers Society 
 Since 2011 

 

The phrase "on the off chance" is an idiomatic expression in English that is used to describe a situation where someone takes  a 
particular action, makes a decision, or considers a possibility with a low probability of success or occurrence. It implies t hat the 
individual is acting in a somewhat speculative or optimistic manner, despite the slim chances of a positive outcome.  

 

The use of "on the off chance" suggests that the person is willing to take a risk, albeit a small one, in the hope that an un likely event or 
outcome may occur in their favor. It often implies a sense of spontaneity or curiosity, as the individual is open to the poss ibility of 
something unexpected happening. 

 

For example, imagine someone is walking down the street, and they see a poster advertising a raffle with a grand prize of a l uxury 
vacation. Even though they think the chances of winning are extremely slim, they decide to buy a raffle ticket "on the off ch ance" that 
they might get lucky. 

 

In another context, a job seeker might apply for a job that they are slightly underqualified for, "on the off chance" that th e employer is 
willing to take a chance on them due to their enthusiasm or potential.  

 

The phrase can also be used to describe a person's willingness to try something new or unfamiliar with the hope of discoverin g an 
unexpected interest or talent. For instance, someone might try a new hobby or activity "on the off chance" that they discover  a passion 
for it. 

 

In some cases, "on the off chance" can indicate a person's readiness to assist or support someone in need, even if the likeli hood of their 
help making a significant difference is low. This demonstrates a sense of kindness and willingness to extend a helping hand.  

 

While the phrase "on the off chance" often implies a low probability of success, it is not necessarily negative or defeatist.  Instead, it 
reflects a willingness to embrace uncertainty and explore opportunities that may not have been initially apparent. It can be a way of 
maintaining optimism and a sense of adventure in one's life. 

 

However, it's important to note that making decisions solely "on the off chance" can also be seen as impulsive or imprudent, depending 
on the context. It's crucial to strike a balance between taking calculated risks and making informed choices to ensure that o ne's actions 
align with their goals and values. 

 

In summary, "on the off chance" is an idiomatic expression used to describe situations where individuals take actions or make  decisions 
with a low likelihood of success, often out of curiosity, spontaneity, or optimism. It reflects a willingness to embrace unce rtainty and 
explore possibilities that may not be immediately apparent, even though the odds may be against a positive outcome. This phra se 
highlights the human inclination to take chances and be open to unexpected opportunities in various aspects of life.  

 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. Can you recall a specific instance in your life when you decided to do something "on the off chance"? What motivated you to take that 
risk, and what was the outcome? 

2. What factors do you consider when determining whether it's worth taking a chance "on the off chance" in a particular situation? Are 
there certain situations where you are more likely to take such risks? 

3. How can the concept of "on the off chance" be applied to personal growth and exploration? Have you ever tried a new activity or pursued 
a hobby with low expectations, only to discover a newfound passion? 

4. Are there any instances in which making decisions "on the off chance" can be problematic or imprudent? How can individuals strike a 
balance between being open to possibilities and making informed, calculated choices? 

5. Can you share an example from literature, film, or history where a character or individual's decision "on the off chance" had a profound 
impact on their life or the course of events? What lessons or insights can be drawn from that example? 


