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"Auld Lang Syne" is a beloved Scottish song often associated with the New Year's Eve tradition of singing it as the clock strikes 
midnight. The phrase "Auld Lang Syne" translates to "old long since" or "days gone by" in modern English. The song's lyrics, 
written by Scottish poet Robert Burns in the late 18th century, reflect on the passage of time, the value of friendship, and the 
importance of remembering the past. 

 

The song begins with the question, "Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind?" This rhetorical question 
challenges us to ponder whether we should forget old friends and the experiences we've shared with them. It suggests that 
remembering and cherishing the past is essential. As we enter a new year, we should not abandon the connections and 
memories that have shaped us. 

 

The lyrics continue to explore themes of nostalgia and friendship. They encourage us to raise a glass to "days of auld lang syne," 
signifying the act of toasting to the past and the people who have been a part of it. This gesture symbolizes the idea that even as 
time passes and circumstances change, we should not forget the bonds we've formed and the people who have touched our 
lives. 

 

The song's melody is simple and hauntingly beautiful, making it easy for people of all ages and backgrounds to sing along. It  has 
become a global anthem for bidding farewell to the old year and welcoming the new one with hope and optimism. 

 

While "Auld Lang Syne" has become synonymous with New Year's Eve celebrations, its message is timeless and universal. It 
encourages us to reflect on the significance of our relationships and the importance of cherishing our shared history. It reminds 
us that, in the midst of our busy lives, we should take a moment to connect with those who have been a part of our journey. 

 

Throughout the song, the idea of "Auld Lang Syne" is not just about remembering the past but also about reaffirming our 
commitment to the people who matter most to us. It's a call to preserve the bonds of friendship and to show gratitude for the 
experiences and connections that have enriched our lives. 

 

In conclusion, "Auld Lang Syne" is a timeless Scottish song that encourages us to reflect on the past, value our friendships,  and 
embrace the future with hope. Its lyrics and melody have made it a cherished part of New Year's Eve celebrations worldwide, but 
its message goes beyond the holiday season. It reminds us to remember, appreciate, and celebrate the people and experiences 
that have shaped our lives, regardless of the time of year. 

 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. What is the significance of the phrase "Auld Lang Syne" in the song, and how does it relate to the theme of the lyrics? 

2. How has "Auld Lang Syne" become a global symbol of New Year's Eve, and what cultural or emotional elements contribute to its 
popularity? 

3. Can you share a personal experience or memory associated with singing or hearing "Auld Lang Syne" during a special occasion or 
moment in your life? 

4. In what ways does the song's message about cherishing old acquaintances and memories resonate with you, and why do you think 
it continues to endure through the years? 

5. Do you believe that "Auld Lang Syne" serves as a universal reminder of the importance of maintaining connections and 
acknowledging the past, not only during New Year's celebrations but throughout our lives? Why or why not? 


