F & International
- ¢ #' Online Teachers
~  Society

American Expression E1654 Fatal funnel

I0TS Publishing Team
International Online Teachers Society
Since 2011

The concept of the "fatal funnel" is a critical tactical consideration in military and law enforcement operations. It refers to
a confined or narrow space that poses a high level of danger to individuals moving through it, as it restricts their ability to
maneuver and makes them vulnerable to enemy or hostile fire.

Imagine a narrow hallway, a tight staircase, or a doorway that forces individuals to pass through in single file. These
constrained spaces are what professionals refer to as fatal funnels. The reason they are so perilous is that they limit the
options for those entering or exiting, making them easy targets for adversaries.

The term "fatal funnel" emphasizes the potential consequences of traversing such a confined area. It is often used in the

context of clearing buildings during military operations-or SWAT team.missions. When soldiers or law enforcement officers

need to breach a building or move through unknewn ter[i$qnyq th,,e,y arevacutely aware of the risks posed by fatal funnels.
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In these situations, proper tactics and coordmathn are essential to mltlgate the.dangers of fatal funnels. Team members

must maintain precise spacing and cover each other while navigating these‘tlght spaces. Communication is critical, as it

allows team members to coordinate their movements and respond qulckly to any threats.

To minimize the risk associated with fatal funnels operators often employ SpeCIflC tactics and equipment. For example,

they may use mirrors to peek around cofnersbefore entering a confined.space, deploy flashbang grenades to disorient
potential threats, or use ballistic shields for proteclmn_ﬁ—-i
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Additionally, operators receive extensive traininé"ip close-quarters comb\af"which includes techniques for clearing rooms
and handling encounters in fatal funnels. These tactiés empha5|ze spee\d surprise, and violence of action to gain the upper
hand and reduce the time spent in these high-risk areas.” 'V LEDG
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In summary, the concept of the "fatal funnel" underscores the dangers associated with navigating confined or narrow
spaces during military and law enforcement operations. It serves as a reminder of the vulnerability individuals face when
forced into single-file movement and limited maneuverability. Proper training, tactics, and teamwork are essential for
mitigating these risks and increasing the chances of success in high-stakes situations where fatal funnels are a constant
concern.

Questions for Discussion

1. What are some common examples of fatal funnels in military and law enforcement operations, and why are these areas
considered high-risk?

2. How do tactics and training differ when approaching and navigating fatal funnels compared to open spaces or wide
corridors?

3. Canyou share any real-life scenarios or case studies where the concept of the fatal funnel played a crucial role in the
success or failure of an operation?

4. What equipment and tools are typically used to mitigate the dangers of fatal funnels, and how do they enhance the safety
of individuals moving through these confined spaces?

5. Interms of team dynamics and communication, what strategies are employed to ensure effective coordination when
encountering fatal funnels during missions or operations?
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