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The expression "batting a thousand" is an idiomatic phrase commonly used in sports, particularly in baseball, to describe a level
of success or performance where someone or a team has achieved a perfect score or has not made any mistakes. In the context
of baseball, "batting a thousand" means that a batter has hit every pitch thrown to them without any strikeouts or failures to
reach base. It is a remarkable feat in the sport, signifying exceptional skill and consistency.

This phrase, however, has transcended its original sports context and is now widely used in everyday language to describe any
situation where someone or something achieves a perfect record or a flawless performance in any endeavor, not limited to
sports.

To "bat a thousand" in a non-sports context means achieving arperfect or flawless outcome in a particular area of life, profession,
or task. It implies that every attempt or effort made in-that-specific domain.has been successful without any failures or errors.

This idiom is often used to commend someone's exceptlonal performance precision, or success rate in a given field.
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In the business world, for instance, a salesperson who closes every deal they pursueicould be said to be "batting a thousand" in
sales. This indicates that they have not encounteréd any unsuccessful sales pltéhes or lost opportunities. Similarly, a student who
scores a perfect grade on every assignment; €xam, ofiproject throughout their academlc career is "batting a thousand" in

academics, showcasing remarkable academic eXceIIence ) —_

Achieving a perfect record is not limited to indi'viduals; it can also apply to teams, organizations, or products. For example, a
company that consistently delivers high-quality products witho efects or customer complaints is said to be "batting a
thousand" in terms of product quality and customer satisfaction. Likewise, a speartsteam that wins every game in a season is
"batting a thousand" in that particular season, derﬁpnstrating exceptional pe(fbrmance.

/7

It's important to note that "batting a thousand" is often used hypenbolically, as'perfection in most aspects of life or work is
exceedingly rare. Nonetheless, the phrase serves as a'way.to fempha\sue excellence and highlight instances where someone or
something has achieved an exceptionally high level of success or performance.

In summary, "batting a thousand" is an idiomatic expression originating from baseball that has come to symbolize a perfect or
flawless performance or success in any area of life or profession. It is used to commend individuals, teams, organizations, or
products that have achieved a remarkable record of success without any failures or errors. While perfection is elusive in most
cases, this phrase underscores instances of exceptional achievement and performance.

Questions for Discussion

1. Canyou think of a real-life example where someone or a team achieved the equivalent of "batting a thousand" in a non-sports
context? What factors contributed to their exceptional success?

2. How does the concept of "batting a thousand" relate to the pursuit of excellence and perfection in various fields, such as business,
academia, or creative endeavors? Are there drawbacks to aiming for perfection in these areas?

3. What are some strategies or characteristics that individuals or organizations can cultivate to increase their chances of "batting a
thousand" in their respective domains of expertise?

4. Isit possible for someone or a team to consistently achieve a perfect record, or are there inherent limitations to sustaining such a
level of success over time? What challenges might they face?

5. In what ways can the pressure to "bat a thousand" be motivating or discouraging for individuals or teams? How does the pursuit of
perfection impact performance and innovation in various fields?
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