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Hamas is a Palestinian political and militant group that emerged in the mid-1980s during the First Intifada, or Palestinian uprising, 
against Israeli occupation. Founded as an offshoot of the Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas quickly gained popularity, primarily in t he Gaza 
Strip, by combining political activism with charitable work and armed resistance. 

 

The word "Hamas" is an acronym for "Harakat al-Muqawama al-Islamiyya," which translates to "Islamic Resistance Movement." Hamas's 
foundational charter, published in 1988, calls for the establishment of an Islamic state in historic Palestine, encompassing both modern-
day Israel and the Palestinian territories. It also expresses resistance to the Zionist project and calls for armed struggle against Israel. 

 

Hamas’s rise to prominence is attributed to multiple factors. Its social welfare programs, which include sch ools, hospitals, and charitable 
organizations, have been crucial in garnering grassroots support, particularly among the impoverished populations in Gaza. Me anwhile, 
its military wing, the Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades, has carried out numerous attacks against Israeli military and civilian targets. These 
actions have won it both admiration for its resistance to Israeli occupation and condemnation for its tactics, including suic ide bombings. 

 

In 2006, Hamas took a significant political step by participating in the Palestinian legislative elections. Defeating the long-dominant 
Fatah party, Hamas emerged victorious. The international community, including the US and EU, responded by imposing sanctions on the 
Palestinian Authority, as they viewed Hamas as a terrorist organization. The sanctions, combined with existing tensions between Fatah 
and Hamas, eventually led to a violent conflict between the two parties, culminating in Hamas seizing control of the Gaza Str ip in 2007. 

 

Since then, the Gaza Strip has been under a de facto Hamas administration. Israel, citing security concerns, has imposed a blockade on 
Gaza, controlling its borders, airspace, and coastal waters, which has had a significant humanitarian impact on the Strip's r esidents. This 
situation has led to several wars between Hamas and Israel, characterized by rocket attacks from Hamas and Israeli airstrikes in 
response. These confrontations have resulted in significant civilian casualties, infrastructure damage, and a deepening of mu tual 
animosity. 

 

Internationally, Hamas's position is complex. While countries like the US and EU label it as a terrorist organization, others vie w it as a 
legitimate resistance movement. Over time, Hamas has shown signs of political pragmatism, indicating a willingness to acc ept a 
Palestinian state based on the 1967 borders. However, its charter's more radical elements and its history of violent resistan ce make 
negotiations with Israel challenging. 

 

In recent years, there have been efforts to reconcile Hamas with Fatah and create a unified Palestinian front. These attempts have seen 
varying degrees of success, but deep-seated mistrust and differing visions for Palestine's future remain obstacles. 

 

In summary, Hamas is a multifaceted entity that plays a pivotal role in Palestinian politics and resistance. Its origins in social welfare, 
combined with its militant actions, have made it both a popular and controversial force within the Palestinian territories an d beyond. As 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues, Hamas's role and its relationship with other Palestinian factions will remain central to any 
potential resolution. 

 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. How has Hamas's dual role as both a social service provider and a militant group influenced its popularity and support within the 
Palestinian territories? 

2. To what extent do the international perceptions of Hamas as a "terrorist organization" impact the prospects for peace in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict? 

3. How do the ongoing tensions and rivalries between Hamas and Fatah shape the broader Palestinian national movement and its goals? 

4. In what ways has Hamas's governance of the Gaza Strip since 2007 affected the daily lives of its residents and the region's relationship 
with Israel? 

5. Given Hamas's evolving political stance over the years, what opportunities and challenges lie ahead for potential negotiations between 
Hamas and Israel? 


