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John Hancock (1737–1793) was a prominent figure in American history, known primarily for his influential role in the American 
Revolutionary period and his distinctive signature on the United States Declarat ion of Independence. Born in Braintree, Massachusetts 
(now Quincy), Hancock came from a prosperous family and received an excellent education.  

 

Hancock's early life was marked by his involvement in trade and politics. He inherited his uncle's merchant busi ness and expanded it 
significantly, becoming one of the wealthiest men in the American colonies. As tensions between the colonies and Great Britai n 
escalated, Hancock joined the revolutionary movement, quickly becoming a vocal advocate for colonial rights and independence. 

 

His most notable moment came as the President of the Second Continental Congress, the body responsible for drafting the Decla ration 
of Independence in 1776. Hancock's flamboyant signature on the document is one of the most recognizable in history, making his name 
synonymous with a bold and stylish autograph. He reportedly quipped, "There, I guess King George will be able to read that!"  

 

Hancock's commitment to the revolutionary cause extended beyond his role in Congress. He actively supported the Continental Army 
and financed military operations against the British. He also became the first governor of Massachusetts under the newly rati fied state 
constitution and played a crucial role in shaping the state's government. 

 

Furthermore, Hancock's significance is often tied to his contributions to the broader revolutionary narrative. His prominence and 
charisma helped rally public support for independence, and his signature became a symbol of defiance against British tyranny.  
Hancock's efforts were not without personal sacrifice; his wealth and property were seized by British forces during their occupation of 
Boston. 

 

After the war, Hancock continued his involvement in politics. He participated in the drafting of the United States Constituti on and 
advocated for its ratification in Massachusetts. Despite his initial concerns about the document's lack of a Bill of Rights, he eventually 
supported it. 

 

John Hancock's legacy is celebrated as a symbol of American patriotism and the fight for liberty. His name is often invoked in discussions 
about the Founding Fathers and their contributions to the nation's birth. His remarkable signature, representing his boldness  and 
commitment to the revolutionary ideals, remains an enduring symbol of American identity  and independence. 

 

In conclusion, John Hancock's life was defined by his journey from a successful merchant to a central figure in the American Revolution. 
His vocal advocacy for independence, leadership in the Continental Congress, and distinctive signat ure on the Declaration of 
Independence have solidified his place in history as a symbol of courage, determination, and the fight for liberty.  

 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. How did John Hancock's background as a successful merchant influence his role in the American Revolution, and how did his wealth 
contribute to the revolutionary cause? 

2. In what ways did John Hancock's signature on the Declaration of Independence become a symbol of defiance against British rule and a 
rallying point for the American revolutionary movement? 

3. What were John Hancock's contributions to the shaping of the Massachusetts state government and its constitution, and how did his 
experiences as the state's first governor influence the newly formed nation? 

4. Beyond his public image, what challenges and sacrifices did John Hancock face personally as a result of his involvement in the revolution, 
including the seizure of his wealth by British forces? 

5. In what manner did John Hancock's views on the United States Constitution evolve from his initial concerns about its lack of a Bill of Rights 
to his eventual support for its ratification, and how did this reflect broader debates about the balance between centralized power and 
individual liberties? 


