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NEOM is a bold and ambitious project initiated by Saudi Arabia, designed to be a model for the future of civilization. Announ ced in 2017 
by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, NEOM, derived from the Greek word "neo" meaning "new" and the Arabic word "mostaqbal" 
meaning "future", is projected to be a cross-border city in the Tabuk Province of northwestern Saudi Arabia. 

 

Situated next to the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba, and in close proximity to international markets, NEOM aims to cover an area of 
approximately 26,500 square kilometers, making it 33 times larger than New York City. The project's area spans into Jordan an d Egypt, 
making it the first private economic zone to extend across multiple nations. 

 

NEOM represents a major component of Saudi Arabia’s 2030 Vision, which aims to diversify the nation's economy beyond oil, cre ate 
jobs, and enhance the country’s economic and social standing. With a planned investment of $500 billion from the Saudi Public 
Investment Fund and international investors, NEOM aims to lead in various fields, including robotics, renewable energy, biote chnology, 
IoT, food technology, and entertainment. 

 

This futuristic city plans to be powered entirely by renewable energy sources, primarily wind and solar power. The focus on 
sustainability extends beyond energy to include water and food, with plans for technology-driven, sustainable farming practices.  

 

Artificial intelligence will also play a critical role in NEOM, which is planned to be a hub for the growth and development of AI and other 
emerging technologies. The city’s infrastructure will be data-driven, aiming to incorporate smart city technologies into every aspect of 
daily life. 

 

In terms of transportation, NEOM aims to revolutionize mobility with an extensive transport network that includes a high -speed transit 
system, autonomous vehicles, and an advanced sea port. 

 

Health and education in NEOM are also areas of interest. The region plans to become a global hub for innovation in healthcare and 
education, promising to provide the best medical services in the world and to redefine the learning experience with state -of-the-art 
educational institutions. 

 

Despite the high ambitions, NEOM has faced its share of criticism and controversy, primarily around issues of human rights, 
displacement of local tribes, and environmental impact. The project's viability and ability to achieve its lofty goals within  the set timeline 
has also been questioned. 

 

In conclusion, NEOM represents an audacious vision of a utopian city of the future, combining cutting-edge technology with sustainable 
practices in an attempt to transform Saudi Arabia into a global hub for trade, innovation, and knowledge. As with any pr oject of this 
scale and ambition, its success will hinge on careful execution, adaptability, and a balance between rapid innovation and sus tainable, 
respectful development. 

 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. What are the most significant challenges that the NEOM project is likely to face, and how can these be addressed effectively? 

2. Given the reliance of NEOM on advanced technologies such as AI, IoT, and renewable energy, what implications does the project have for 
the future of urban planning and city design globally? 

3. How does the NEOM project align with Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030, and what impacts will it have on the country's economy and society? 

4. Considering the potential environmental impact of such a large-scale development, what measures can be taken to ensure the 
sustainability of NEOM? 

5. NEOM has faced criticism around human rights issues and displacement of local tribes. How should the project's managers handle these 
issues, and how can they balance between the drive for modernization and the respect for local cultures and communities? 


