
 

 
The Best Online Education System in the World 

 

 

 
  
 

American Expression E0152 Cast pearls before swine 
 

IOTS Publishing Team 
International Online Teachers Society 
 Since 2011 

 

The expression "cast pearls before swine" is a metaphorical phrase that conveys the idea of offering something valuable or 
precious to someone who is incapable of appreciating or understanding its worth. It suggests that giving something valuable to 
those who do not recognize its value is a waste of time, effort, or resources. 

 

The phrase originates from a biblical passage in Matthew 7:6, which states, "Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your 
pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet and turn and tear you to pieces." In this context, "pearls" 
represent valuable teachings or spiritual truths, while "swine" and "dogs" symbolize those who are unable to appreciate or 
respect such wisdom. 

 

When applied in everyday situations, "cast pearls before swine" implies that sharing valuable information, ideas, or resources 
with individuals who are uninterested, unwilling, or incapable of understanding their significance is futile. It highlights the 
importance of discernment and the need to direct efforts toward those who can truly benefit from them. 

 

The expression serves as a reminder to assess the receptiveness, understanding, and appreciation of the intended audience 
before sharing something valuable. It encourages individuals to consider whether their efforts will be met with indifference, 
ridicule, or a lack of comprehension. By doing so, they can better allocate their resources and energy toward more fruitful 
endeavors. 

 

While the phrase may sound negative, it does not imply a judgment of worthiness or intelligence. Rather, it emphasizes the need 
for effective communication and targeting the right audience. Different people have different interests, perspectives, and levels 
of readiness to receive certain information or ideas. Recognizing this diversity can help avoid frustration and disappointment 
when attempting to share valuable insights. 

 

However, it is also important to note that the concept of "casting pearls before swine" is subjective and context-dependent. 
What one person may consider valuable or worthwhile, another may not. It is essential to assess the situation, consider the 
individual's receptiveness and potential for growth, and make informed decisions about sharing information or resources. 

 

In summary, "cast pearls before swine" advises against offering something valuable to those who cannot appreciate or 
understand its worth. It underscores the importance of discerning the audience and directing efforts toward individuals who are 
receptive and capable of benefiting from the information or resources being shared. By doing so, one can maximize the impact 
of their contributions and avoid wasteful endeavors. 

 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. Have you ever experienced a situation where you felt like you were casting pearls before swine? What was the context, and how 
did it make you feel? 

2. In what scenarios do you think it is essential to assess the receptiveness and understanding of your audience before sharing 
valuable information or ideas? 

3. Can you think of any examples from your personal or professional life where you witnessed someone casting pearls before swine? 
How did it affect the outcome of the situation? 

4. Is there a way to determine in advance whether someone will appreciate or understand the value of what you have to offer? How 
can you gauge the receptiveness of your audience before sharing something valuable? 

5. Are there any strategies or approaches you can employ to ensure that you are directing your efforts toward individuals who are 
more likely to appreciate and benefit from what you have to offer? How can you avoid wasting resources or energy on those who 
may not value it? 


