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"Drag" is a term that originated from the LGBTQ+ community and refers to a form of performance art where individuals,
typically men, dress in clothing and adopt exaggerated styles traditionally associated with the opposite gender. It involves
transforming one's appearance through costumes, makeup, wigs, and accessories to create a unique and often glamorous
or flamboyant persona.

Drag performances can take various forms, including lip-syncing, dancing, comedy, and theatrical performances. Drag
gueens are individuals who present themselves in a female persona, while drag kings portray male characters. However,
it's important to note that not all drag performers identify as transgender or gender-nonconforming; drag is primarily an
art form and a means of self-expression rather than a reflection of one's gender identity.

Drag culture has its roots in underground LGBTQ#+.communities and hasigained mainstream popularity through reality
television shows, such as "RuPaul's Drag Race . Drag:gieens and drag kings,have become icons in popular culture,
celebrated for their creativity, talent, and ability to'challenge societal notms'and gender stereotypes.
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Beyond entertainment, drag holds significant;(::?ultural and political value. It hés historically been a platform for LGBTQ+
individuals to express their identities, celebr;_j‘té diversity, and advocate for aceeptance and equality. Drag shows often
serve as safe spaces for LGBTQ+ individuals to gather, celebrate their community,iand find support.
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Drag has also contributed to broader discussions about.gendéfand identity, challenging the binary understanding of
gender and highlighting its performative nature’ It encourages individuals to.explore and celebrate different aspects of
their own identities, regardless of their sexual orientation or gender ideqtih'l.
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Drag can be seen as an art form that promotes self—exbr‘é‘si@ibh,v‘E}’é.ativity, and inclusivity. It celebrates diversity, challenges
societal norms, and fosters a sense of community among perfarmers’and audiences alike. It has the power to entertain,
educate, and empower individuals, promoting acceptance, understanding, and equality.

It is crucial to approach drag with respect and understanding, recognizing that it is an art form deeply rooted in the
experiences and identities of LGBTQ+ communities. By appreciating drag as an art form and celebrating the individuals
who participate in it, we can contribute to a more inclusive and accepting society.

In summary, drag is a form of performance art where individuals adopt exaggerated styles and appearances traditionally
associated with the opposite gender. It is an expression of self, creativity, and identity, and has become a powerful
platform for LGBTQ+ individuals to challenge norms, celebrate diversity, and advocate for acceptance and equality. Drag
serves as a means of entertainment, self-expression, and cultural and political significance.

Questions for Discussion

How has drag as an art form evolved over time, and what impact has it had on LGBTQ+ communities and society as a whole?
What are some misconceptions or stereotypes surrounding drag, and how can we challenge and address them?

In what ways does drag contribute to conversations about gender, identity, and self-expression?

How has mainstream media, such as reality television shows like "RuPaul's Drag Race," influenced the visibility and
perception of drag in society?

5. How can drag performances and events serve as safe spaces for LGBTQ+ individuals, and what role do they play in fostering

a sense of community and acceptance?
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