
 

 
The Best Online Education System in the World 

 

 

 
  
 

American Expression E0033 Back to the drawing board 
 

IOTS Publishing Team 
International Online Teachers Society 
 Since 2011 

 

The expression "back to the drawing board" is a phrase often used to signify the need to start a task or project over again from 
the beginning, typically due to failure, unsatisfactory results, or the need for a fresh approach. It conveys a sense of going back to 
the planning or brainstorming stage to reassess and find a new solution or strategy. 

 

The phrase originates from the world of engineering and design, particularly in reference to the process of creating technical 
drawings or blueprints for construction projects. When a design or plan didn't meet the requirements or faced unexpected 
challenges, engineers and designers would literally go back to their drawing boards to revise and improve their ideas. 

 

In a broader sense, "back to the drawing board" is now used metaphorically across various contexts to describe the need for a 
fundamental reevaluation or a fresh start in tackling a problem or achieving a goal. It implies a recognition that the previous 
approach or solution was inadequate or unsuccessful and that a new direction is required. 

 

The expression is commonly employed in professional settings, such as business, engineering, research, or creative endeavors. It 
acknowledges the need to abandon previous assumptions or methods and seek alternative solutions. 

 

For example, if a company launches a product that fails to meet market expectations, they may have to go "back to the drawing 
board" to reevaluate the product's features, target audience, or marketing strategy before relaunching. 

 

Similarly, in the field of scientific research, if an experiment yields unexpected or inconclusive results, researchers might have to 
go "back to the drawing board" to refine their hypotheses, methodology, or experimental design. 

 

It's important to note that "back to the drawing board" does not imply failure or defeat. Rather, it emphasizes the importance of 
flexibility, adaptability, and continuous improvement. It encourages individuals and teams to embrace the opportunity for fresh 
ideas, innovative solutions, and creative problem-solving. 

 

In summary, "back to the drawing board" is a phrase used to convey the need to start a task or project over again from the 
beginning due to failure or unsatisfactory results. It originates from the world of engineering and design, symbolizing the process 
of revising plans or ideas. The expression is now used metaphorically in various contexts, emphasizing the importance of 
reevaluation and fresh approaches. It encourages flexibility, adaptability, and a willingness to learn from previous shortcomings 
in order to achieve success. 
 
 
Questions for Discussion 
 

1. Have you ever experienced a situation where you or your team had to go "back to the drawing board"? What were the reasons for 
starting over, and how did it impact the ultimate outcome or success of the project? 

2. In what industries or fields do you think the phrase "back to the drawing board" is most commonly used? Can you think of 
examples where organizations or individuals had to restart or reimagine their approach in response to challenges or unsatisfactory 
results? 

3. How can the concept of going "back to the drawing board" contribute to innovation and creative problem-solving? Can setbacks or 
the need for fresh starts lead to more successful outcomes or the development of more effective solutions? 

4. What are some strategies or best practices for individuals or teams when they encounter the need to go "back to the drawing 
board"? How can they navigate the process of reassessment and identify areas that require improvement or a new approach? 

5. How does the expression "back to the drawing board" relate to the idea of continuous improvement and learning from failure? 
How can individuals and organizations embrace setbacks as opportunities for growth and progress rather than as signs of defeat? 


