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THE CROSSROADS OF “CHANCE” AND “OPPORTUNITY” 


Marian Baltazar

Class of 1980, University of the Philippines College of Manila

AB Political Science

There are plenty of opportunities in this vast world we live in. The journey of life that we travel alone lays a lot of these possibilities. Our entire life can be considered an opportunity but at times we ...are so oblivious of the things and events that are happening in our life. We often just let the days pass and take a lot of things for granted and then we lose that chance to do what is really right and proper. Too much things fill up our minds that we are engrossed with the intricacies of life. We forget that each to its own life awakens an opportunity for us to take hold of, so every moment of it counts. As a matter of fact, every moment slips a multitude of opportunities to our relationships, our leisure, our finances, our employment, our prayers, our meditation, our goals, our pleasures, our resistance, our addictions and many more. Each to its own will either let us remember who we are or help us delve deeper into forgetfulness.


We also encounter countless times in our life when we travel the crossroads of “Chance” and “Opportunity”. We experience this in our day to day living, when we are confronted with persons who did something wrong to us and in doing so, we give them that chance to straighten up and make things right. Maybe we give our self an opportunity to correct some wrongdoing that we have done to others. Whatever the case maybe, we all undergo and tread the path to these crossroads more than we can imagine. As long as we travel the journey of our life there will be countless times that we will experience these crossroads. It will always be the same in facing the difficulties of life; we will be given an opportunity to learn from our mistakes. That opportunity of regaining the trust that we have broken the first time we did it. The opportunity of making us a better person in the eyes of God. This path of opportunity will help us learn and grow to maturity and live a righteous life. The further we traverse life, we start travelling the crossroad of “Chance”. That chance to heal the broken trust to those who have wronged us. The chance that they also deserve God’s forgiveness through repentance and reconciliation with God, the way the Lord planned our salvation.


The crossroads of “Chance” and “Opportunity” will always be the road to journey through our life here on earth. These crossroads doesn’t only give us the “Opportunity” to do the right thing but it also gives us the aptitude of giving others the “Chance” to do the same thing. The innumerable times that we did not choose the path of ”opportunity” and that in one time or another, we avoided that path, having in mind that we are on that road of “chance.” When we finally realize where we really stand but we were still given the road to “Opportunity”, we feel that gratitude to God and for those people who never ever gave up on us. In spite of all these things, God helped and made us understand these crossroads in life, for us to give that “Chance” to others to trail the road of “Opportunity” to be right with God. Bear in mind that God is the sole and rightful judge to forgive us from all our inequities and as such, we were only given that chance to be forgiven from all our unrighteousness. All glory and honor belong to God alone, the author of our salvation.

Questions for discussion:


1.In what point and time in our life did we experience treading the crossroads of “Chance” and “Opportunity”?

2.Are there times in our life when we encounter those who didn’t choose the path of “Opportunity”? Cite them.

3.How many times have we avoided the road of “Chance”? of “Opportunity”? On what occasion/s or event/s?

4.Have we realized that we should travel these crossroads of  “Chance” and “Opportunity” more often than not? Why is it so?

5.Can you share an experience in your life when you tried to avoid these crossroad but to no avail? When did it happen?
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