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I HAVE JUST MISSED MY FLIGHT TO HAWAII!

Ream Odetallah

Class of 2003, University of Jordan

MA English Language and Literature

To be or not to be! Or can't it be?? Hamlet, a prestigious Shakespearean character has taken the wrong track in his life, and that has brought him damnation. What are his life choices and they are based on what? If one gets the opportunity to choose between his wisdom and desires, what do the natural instincts strongly tempt him to grab? An opportunity is a chance that is to be exploited for good deeds and intentions for the purpose of developing further opportunities to others. In other words, whether taking or giving the right opportunity, this would not be achieved without thorough calculation of the consequences to ensure proper achievement(s) intended by the opportunist.

The challenge lies on how one could know if the right opportunity has been taken or given. One way is the experience, the experience of love, education, hardships, cultural diversity and one's own character development during his lifeline. A good opportunity comes from an accumulation of what one has gathered from his lifeline and placed into his basket of character. Then, he knocks out the wrongs committed and maintains what are beneficial and productive to himself and to his community to ensure life security, job security and social stability as he proceeds in this chaotic world. Another way is gaining wisdom and lessening the animalistic instincts within him, for an opportunity does not function according to one's desires, it is a chance taken by one and how is it exploited or consumed by that person. So, if desires interfere, then that would be called bad luck or a cause of no acumen.

Still so young and eager to learn, get all the knowledge you would be granted with and use it with the correct learning tools to grow into a man with opportunities. Hamlet is characterized as a man of knowledge, but what tools has he used to deserve that tragic opportunity which ended his fruitful life dreadfully? He took a wrong turn when following his desires that abandoned all the opportunities he could get if he has used what life has taught him and what wisdom he has gained throughout his wealthy life. Following the wrong paths would lead to a catastrophic, enduring or at least an exhausting ending, which in return, would fill you with remorse by saying: "I have just missed my flight to Hawaii!"


Questions for discussion:

1. The passage, 'I have just missed my flight to Hawaii' is associated with a play called 'Hamlet' by William Shakespeare. Why do you think the author has mentioned this play in particular in the passage? You need to explain how it is related to the reading passage. 

2. How can someone take the right life opportunity?

3. What is the main obstacle to an 'opportunity'?

4. List three things that an opportunity could provide you with.

5. The passage is concluded with its title that carries a metaphorical meaning. Explain what the title means.

⃰ It is recommended to discuss the synopsis of the play, Hamlet, in class before reading the passage.
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