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UNSUNG HEROES THAT REMAIN UNSUNG
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Every time an overseas foreign worker departs, he leaves behind half of himself. He leaves behind his family, his friends, the life that he’s grown up with, the neighborhood that he’s become a member of. He gets on that plane that will take him far, far away from everything he loves and holds dear. Every time an overseas contract worker sets foot in a foreign land, he instantly resolves to make his place of work like his second home, no matter how impossible that would be. There’s no place like home, after all. He builds his new world in a foreign land, despite the fact that his real, beloved world is oceans away.

Every time an overseas worker makes a call to his family back home, he bleeds inside knowing that this is all it will ever be in the way of communication for the remainder of his work contract—occasional voice calls, occasional broadband-connected video conversations, an occasional chat message or a PM (private message) thru a social networking site. Every time an overseas worker sends money back home, he feels a great joy knowing that the precious dollars his family gets will tide them over to the next paycheck. He feels confident that and at the same time worried if what he sends will be quite enough for everyone who has laid their trust on his very capable shoulders. He feels a certain pang of anxiety that the precious dollars he sends might end up in the wrong hands—or lining the wrong pockets.

Every time an OFW gets a call from home, he instantly feels concern. Was the money he sent not enough? Has somebody in the family gotten sick? Or worse, has someone died? Every time an OCW nears the end of his contract, he feels an admixture of emotions. Joy, because he has completed another round of his duties as set forth in his contract. Uncertainty,  because he wouldn’t be entirely assured of getting an extension on his contract. Exhilaration, because he would be rejoining his loved ones back home. Every time an OFW disembarks from his plane in his home country, his steps fairly fly. His family is somewhere inside the airport waiting for his homecoming. The souvenirs that he has brought home for every member of his family are all in his baggage. God forbid that checking his luggage out—either hand-carried or checked in---would have glitches of any sort. 

\

The story of an overseas contract worker typically revolves around this storyline. OFWs are said to be our modern day unsung heroes. And yet, when they get back home after years of toiling in foreign lands, how many of them actually get sufficient support for braving all the odds? How many of them actually get acknowledged for their outstanding courage in foreign servitude? Let us hope and pray that these unsung heroes never lose their courage--for their families, their country, themselves. It takes guts to be an OFW.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:


1.
Is it easy to find jobs in your home country?

2.
If you couldn’t find a job in your country, would you choose to find one abroad?

3.
What other challenges does an overseas worker have to face while working in a foreign land?

4.
How do you think overseas workers show their courage?

5.
Is having a family member work overseas the only way for a family to survive? Elaborate on your answer.
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